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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 1 and 8 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

In claim 1, lines 14-15; "the elements is" should be changed to -the 
elements are--. 

In claim 8, line 3, "a light emitting threshold voltage" should be changed to 
-the light emitting threshold voltage- since the voltage has been recited in line 5 
of claim 7. 

In claim 8, line 5; "a reverse-bias-voltage" should be changed to -the 
reverse-bias-voltage-. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1 - 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1, the temn "a reverse bias voltage" in line 6, would appear to 
contradict the teaching of line 17-18, page 8 of the specification. In fact, page 8 
clearly states that the "reverse bias voltage" is the same as the "reverse direction 
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voltage" as it is being used interchangeably. It is suggested that the "reverse 
direction voltage" be changed to the "reverse bias voltage" for consistency. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale In this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4, Claims 1 to 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Yoshida (6,351,076). 

(Claim 1) 

Yoshida teaches, in Figure 13, a drive device for a light-emitting display 
panel (11) having a configuration in which, under a state in which light-emitting 
elements (Em.i, Em.2 . Em.n) are connected to intersections of a plurality of data 
lines (Ai, A2, ... Am) and a plurality of scanning lines (Bi, B2, ... Bm), sequential 
scanning is executed by connection of the scanning lines (Bi, B2, ... Bm) to a 
scanning reference potential point (Ground) and a reverse bias voltage (Vcc) for 
the light-emitting elements (Em.i, Em.2 . -Em.n) is supplied to scanning lines (Bi, 
B2, ... Bm) which are not connected to the scanning reference potential point 
(Ground) to be in a non-scanning state, wherein an operation during which a 
foHA/ard voltage (Vl) is applied to all the light-emitting elements (Em.i, Em.2 . Em n) 
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at least one tinne and an operation during which a reverse direction voltage (Vcc) 
is applied to all the light-emitting elements (Em.i, Em.2 ..Em n) at least one time 
are executed in a predetermined period, whether light-emitting of the elements 
(Em.i, Em.2 • Em.n) are executed or not in the period. 

(Claim 2) 

Yoshida teaches the predetermined period is one scanning period, and an 
operation during which a reverse direction voltage (Vcc) being applied to light- 
emitting elements (Em.i, Em.2 . Em.n) connected to selected scanning lines (Bi, 
B2, ■■■ Bmn) and an operation during which a fonA^ard voltage (Vl), which does not 
contribute to light emitting, is applied to data lines (Ai, A2, ... Am) under control 
for non light-emitting are executed in the one scanning period. 

(Claim 3) 

Yoshida teaches the predetermined period being one frame period, a 
dummy scanning mode (col.5, line 47 +) is set in the one frame period, and an 
operation during which a reverse direction voltage (Vcc) is applied to all light- 
emitting elements (Em.i, Em.2 -. Em.n) and an operation during which a forward 
voltage (Vl), which does not contribute to light emitting, is applied to all light- 
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emitting elements (Em.i. Em.2 . Em n) are executed during the dummy scanning 
mode (col.5, line 47 +). 

(Claim 4) 

Yoshida teaches the predetermined period being a period longer than one 
frame, a dummy scanning mode (col.5, line 47 +) is set in the period, and an 
operation during which a reverse direction voltage (Vcc) is applied to all light- 
emitting elements (Em.i, Em.2 - -Emn) and an operation during which a forward 
voltage (Vl), which does not contribute to light emitting, is applied to all light 
emitting elements (Em.i, Em.2 - - Em.n) are executed during the dummy scanning 
mode (col.5, line 47 +). 

(Claim 5) 

Yoshida teaches the fon/vard voltage which does not contribute to light 
emitting is a fonA/ard voltage (VJ equal to or smaller than a light-emitting 
threshold voltage (col. 5, line 34 +) of a light-emitting element (Em.n). 
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(Claim 6) 

Yosliicia teaches the forward voltage (Vl) which does not contribute to 
light emitting is applied so that currents for lighting driving of light-emitting 
elements (Em.i, Em.2 •• ■Em n) from a driving power supply are supplied in a short 
time (note that the word "short" is merely a relative word). 

(Claim 7) 

Yoshida teaches the forward voltage (Vl) which does not contribute to 
light-emitting is applied so that a voltage from a voltage source having equal to or 
larger than a light-emitting threshold voltage (col. 5, line 34 +) of a light-emitting 
element (Em.i, Em.2 • Em.n) are supplied In a short time. 

(Claim 8) 

Yoshida teaches the voltage source having equal to or larger than the 
light-emitting threshold voltage of a light-emitting element is the reverse-bias- 
voltage (col. 12, line 44) source by which the reverse bias voltage (col. 12, line 44) 
is supplied to light-emitting elements (Em.i, Em.2 • Em.n) in a non-scanning state. 
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(Claims 9 to 13) 

Yoshida teaches the light-emitting element (Em.n) comprising an organic 
EL element using an organic compound for a light-emitting layer (Col.1 , line 28 

+)• 

Inquiry 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Binh V. Ho whose telephone number is 571 272 8583. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Don K. Wong can be reached on 571 272 1834. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding Is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

6. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Infomriation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (BBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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